1940]                                     EGO 4
wards at Rules with Bertie van Thai, Dickie Clowes, and
Jock, also fresh from Rossini. These three agreed unanimously
that Peter and I, sitting together, had been remarkably like
Don Basilio and Don Bartolo. Playing the current game of
Quiz, Jock suddenly fired at us this astonishing list of Over-
tures. Bertie, not less astonishingly, gave their composers
correctly and on the nail, at which Dickie and I could only
goggle: Waverley, Die Schone Melusine, Le Pre auoc Clercs,
Le Chevalier Breton, Le Roi Va Dit, The Siege of Corinth,
The Siege of Rochelle, Raymond, Di Ballo, Froissart, Sakun-
tala, La Patrie, Les Abencerages, The Corsair,
Feb. 29 A " buffer " luncheon party at the Ivy to Benno
Thursday. Moiseiwitsch and Stanley Rubinstein, the idea
being that Benno's presence would prevent me
talking finance with Stanley, while Stanley would keep me
from boring Benno with my views about piano-playing. Only
semi-successful, Stanley referring to fresh income-tax de-
mands for sur-tax dating back to 1933 ! " This is the last
straw ! " said I. " Let me go bankrupt! " Whereupon Benno
said, " The trouble with you, Jimmie, is that you want to get
into the papers ! " Whereupon I there and then produced and
read an extract from a letter received this morning: " When
next you see Benno Moiseiwitsch and his wife ask them if they
remember Mrs Eddie Solomon, who with her husband came
on board after M.'s recital and had supper with them and
Captain Wells at Rangoon. I was deputising for the Rangoon
Times reporter that night, and M. lent me his Press-book and
helped me to write the glowing account of his recital which
appeared in next evening's Times." Benno recollected this
event perfectly. The letter went on: " How would you like
to hear the Mendelssohn Violin Concerto played by a Chinese ?
This happened during my stay in Rangoon, and the orchestra
consisted of Europeans, Burmese, Indians, and Filipinos
under a Swiss conductor. A very good job they made of it
too! I played the Schumann Piano Concerto with the same
orchestra." Stanley asking me how Ego 4 was progressing,
I said, " About ninety thousand words done. Enough to
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